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Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee 

Of The Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission 

City of Harrisonburg, Virginia 

 

 
TO: Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee Members 
 
FROM:  Thanh Dang, Public Works Planner 
 
DATE:   April 30, 2013 
 
RE: Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee Meeting Summary for Monday April 3, 2013 

 
The Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee met on Monday April 3, 2013 at 6:00pm in the Community 
Development classroom, 409 South Main Street, Harrisonburg. Meetings are always open to the public 
and citizens are encouraged to attend.  
 
Members present included: Charlie Chenault, Carl Droms, and Len Van Wyk.  
 
Advisory members, and guests present included: Thanh Dang (Public Works), Abe Shear (City Council 
member), Poti Giannakouros (citizen), Lee Eschelman (JMU), Elise Barrella (JMU), Jonathan Lantz-Trissel 
(EMU), and Hannah Smith (citizen). 
 
 

 
Welcome 
 
Public comments, limited to 5 minutes each, for topics not on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Eschelman, Transportation Demand Manager at James Madison University, provided a brief update 
on Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning efforts at JMU. Mr. Eschelman and Ms. Barella reminded the group 
that JMU has established a Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC), and that the University is 
hiring consultants develop a Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan for the University. Verbal authorization 
for the selected consultants is expected to be announced later this week. JMU’s BPAC, professors, and 
students are currently collecting count data on bicyclists, pedestrians, and skateboarders, bicycle rack 
utilization, etc. this semester. There is also a survey that has been sent to all students and employees 
asking them about bicycle and pedestrian usage. The Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan project will be a 
yearlong project.  
 
Mr. Shearer shared that he has been discussing with Thomas Jenkins on collaborating on bicycle safety 
this spring. Mr. Shearer has also discussed this with the Chief of Police Monticelli. There was discussion 
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by the group about training ideas, and for the City to partner with JMU and EMU, and possibly with 
Rockingham County and others on this too.  
 
Business 
 

1. Introduce New Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee Member: John McGehee 
 
Ms. Dang announced that John McGehee has been appointed as the newest Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Subcommittee member. 
 

2. Update: HRMPO Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan – survey extended Until March 29: 
www.hrvampo.org/bikepedplan 
 

a. Update: Rockingham County Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan 
 
Ms. Dang presented that the HRMPO Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan public survey was out during the month 
of March and that over 1,000 citizens responded to the survey. Survey data is now being evaluated by 
consultants, McCormick Taylor and Toole Design, and the HRMPO Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan Steering 
Committee, whose members also include Ms. Dang and Mr. Droms.  
 
The survey was written to also collect information about all of Rockingham County (not just the HRMPO 
area) while the Rockingham County Board of Supervisors was considering whether or not to fund a 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan for the County. On March 13, the Board approved the development of a 
Rockingham County Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan, and the County Plan will be done concurrently with the 
HRMPO Plan.  
 
Mr. Eshelman asked if it was possible to extract any JMU data from the HRMPO Survey. Ms. Dang said 
that she will find out.  
 
A second survey, by online mapping exercise, will be released in April. This exercise will allow residents 
to show on a map where they currently bike and walk, where there are existing hazards, where biking 
and walking facilities are needed. (Editor’s note: This survey is currently available at: 
http://wikimapping.com/wikimap/project120.htm through late-May.)  
 
A public input meeting will occur later this summer.   
 

3. Update on Review of Alleys  
 
Ms. Dang updated the group that the City Manager’s Office and City Council received the 
Subcommittee’s recommendations. See Attachment A for memorandum and listing. The Council 
meeting minutes and video from the March 12 meeting is available at 
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/agendas.  
 

4. City Bicycle Map Discussion 
 
Ms. Dang and Mr. Shearer presented that they met with Brenda Black from Harrisonburg Tourism, 
Thomas Jenkins, and Chris Scott of Shenandoah Mountain Touring to discuss the development of 
bicycling maps for the area. Our community does not have a transportation map showing existing bike 

http://www.hrvampo.org/bikepedplan
http://wikimapping.com/wikimap/project120.htm
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/agendas
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facilities or preferred routes and we do not have a recreational map showing where preferred on road 
routes, off road paths, or mountain bike trails are located. Ideally, the group would like to see one map 
address both transportation and recreational needs, and the same map would address the needs of 
visitors as well as residents in the community. Discussions about these maps are very preliminary and 
stakeholders and funding still needs to be identified to create and print the maps.  
 
Ms. Smith noted that as a new resident to Harrisonburg, that this kind of map is exactly what she would 
like to have.  
 
There was discussion about City of Austin, TX who has a map geared towards transportation that 
identified routes based on comfort level. Read about it here in The Atlantic Cities and see the map here. 
There was discussion about potential websites or webpages on existing websites where users might 
download GPS information. 
 
It is also important for there to be commitment to update the map once every 2 years to reflect the 
changes and new facilities constructed.  
 
Anyone interested in participating in this project can contact Thanh Dang, Abe Sheaer, Thomas Jenkins, 
or Brenda Black.   
 

5. Update on projects under design/construction  
 
The group started with a discussion about the “Thomas Harrison Middle School to Hillandale Park” 
connectors. Mr. Van Wyk reviewed options previously discussed for the connector needed between 
Wyndham Woods neighborhood to Thomas Harrison Middle School and discussed the challenges that 
the subcommittee and City have had asking property owners for their willingness to donate an 
easement for students to get to and from the school. Mr. Van Wyk thought that the best location for the 
path from Wyndham Woods Circle on top of the berm under the powerline. However, the City does not 
own that land and property owner permission would need to be granted. Dominion Power already 
supports the general concept of trails/paths under the powerline.  
 
There is also a 10-ft wide strip of land owned by the City between two homes on Wyndham Drive that 
could provide a connection to the Middle School. However, the adjacent Property Owners A & B do not 
want the trail. There was discussion about whether the subcommittee and City should proceed with 
exploring the use of this land for the connector and/or if the City could sell that 10-ft wide strip to the 
adjacent property owners and use those funds to purchase other easements or property at another 
location.  
 
At another location, to get the trail from the THMS property to the end of the culdesac under the 
powerlines, Property Owner C does not want the trail there, but adjacent Property Owner D expressed 
interest but has not committed.   
 
There is still a question about a third Property Owner C who could help extend the trail between 
Wyndham Drive to James Place. Property Owner E did not want a trail at all on their property, and was 
not interested in donating. A question was raised whether the property owner would be willing to sell 
the property to the City. Mr. Chenault said he would be willing to talk to this property owner.  
 

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2013/02/bike-maps-give-riders-info-they-actually-need/4717/
http://austintexas.gov/service/bicycle-route-map
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Ms. Dang reviewed the other projects in Attachment B and discussed several new projects being added 
to the list including: 
 

 Bruce Street & Liberty Streets 

 Carton Street/Reservoir Street Roundabout 

 Downtown Streetscape Project Phase 2 

 Gay Street Sidewalks 

 Mt. Clinton Pike/ Chicago Avenue/ Park Road Roundabout 

 Traffic Signal Upgrades at North Night Street/Wolfe Street and Virginia Avenue/Gay Street 
 
Announcements 

 

6. Bike Month Planning is Underway! 
 
Ms. Dang shared that the Bike Month Planning Committee has been working hard on gathering 
information and putting events together for Bike Month this May. A full listing of events can be found at  
www.svbcoalition.org/bikemonth. New events this year include a Costume Bike Parade, Bike Film 
Festival, Ice Cream Rides, and Global Women’s Cycling Day Ride.  
 
Bike to Work Day is on Friday, May 17 and there will be a friendly competition between work places.  
 
Anyone interested in volunteering for a Bike Month event or in sponsoring Bike Month can contact Suzi 
Carter at suzi@northendgreenway.org.  
 

7. National Bike Summit Recap  
 
Ms. Dang shared that she and 5 others from Shenandoah Valley Bicycle Coalition, Rockingham County, 
and James Madison University attended the National Bike Summit March 4-6. Read her recap and more 
about the Summit at: http://svbcoalition.org/national-bike-summit-reca/ and 
http://northendgreenway.org/2013/03/picking-up-speed-women-talk-bicycling-in-dc/  
 

8. Confident City Cycling – April 26 & 27 
 
Ms. Dang in partnership with Harrisonburg Parks & Recreation and Shenandoah Valley Bicycle Coalition 
is teaching the second Confident City Cycling Class in Harrisonburg. More information at 
http://svbcoalition.org/confident-city-cycling-class-april-26-27/.  
 
Next Meeting: Monday June 3, 2013 at 6pm in the Community Development Classroom, 409 South Main 
Street. (Note this is not the 4th Monday of the Month, but May’s meeting is being rescheduled due to 
Memorial Day holiday.) 
 
Adjourn 

http://www.svbcoalition.org/bikemonth
mailto:suzi@northendgreenway.org
http://svbcoalition.org/national-bike-summit-reca/
http://northendgreenway.org/2013/03/picking-up-speed-women-talk-bicycling-in-dc/
http://svbcoalition.org/confident-city-cycling-class-april-26-27/
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ATTACHMENT A: 
 
“Alleys for Future Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities” memo to Assistant City Manager Anne Lewis. 
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ATTACHMENT B: Update on City Projects under design and construction  
For the April 3, Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee meeting. General information is also available at: 
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/transportation-projects.  
 
PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION, OR SOON TO START CONSTRUCTION 
 

 Erickson Avenue-Stone Spring Road Phase III – Road improvement project includes new 
sidewalks and bike lanes. www.ericksonstonespring.org. 

o UPDATE: Project under construction.  
 

 Gay Street Sidewalks – Construct new sidewalks on the north side of Gay Street between 
Sterling Street to Summit Street. This project is funded by Community Development Block 
Grants. 

o UPDATE: Construction bids to be opened on April 4th. Project to begin in May.  
 

 Safe Routes to School: Waterman Elementary School – Sidewalks on west side of Chicago 
Avenue between 2nd Street and Rockingham Drive, bike lanes on Chicago Avenue between Gay 
Street and Rockingham Drive, sidewalk on south side of 3rd Street between Collicello Street to 
Stuart Street, sidewalk on east side of Stuart Street, sidewalks on both sides of Virginia Avenue 
from about 2nd Street o 5th Street. Estimate cost: ~$610,000. Funded by VDOT SRTS Program and 
anticipated Community Development Block Grant Funds. 
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/waterman-safe-routes  

o UPDATE:  Construction has started and will continue through November 2013.  
 

 Traffic Signal Upgrades at North High Street/Wolfe Street and Virginia Avenue/Gay Street – 
These signal upgrades will include adding new pedestrian signals at High/Wolfe and improving 
the pedestrian signals at Virginia/Gay.  

o UPDATE:  This project is currently under construction.  
 

 University Boulevard Sidewalk Phase I -  Construct sidewalks along the north side of University 
Boulevard between East Market Street to Evelyn Byrd Avenue, and a portion of Evelyn Byrd 
Avenue on the west side between University Boulevard and the existing sidewalk. Pedestrian 
signals to also be installed at the intersections of University Boulevard & Evelyn Byrd Ave, and 
University & Valley Mall entrance (at existing traffic signal). Funded by City.  

o UPDATE:  This project is currently under construction, near completion.  
 

 
PROJECTS UNDER DESIGN/ PLANNING 
 

 Bluestone Trail Phase I – Construct a 10-ft wide shared use path between Port Republic Road at 
Bluestone Drive to Wellness Drive off Berry Road. Estimated cost: Being developed. Anticipated 
construction advertisement May 2014. Partially funded by: DCR Land & Water Conservation 
Fund Grant. More information available at: http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/Bluestone-Trail  

o UPDATE: City Surveyor has staked alignment, and city staff walked alignment with 
McCormick Taylor on 3/29 to confirm and make adjustments. City Surveyor will follow 
up with additional survey surrounding mapping features. Engineering design and 
environmental work continues. Meetings with property owners ongoing.  

http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/transportation-projects
http://www.ericksonstonespring.org/
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/waterman-safe-routes
http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/Bluestone-Trail
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 Bruce Street and Liberty Street Improvements – The City is working with Mr.  Barry Kelly of 
Matchbox Realty on sidewalk and other road improvements around the Casco Ice building at the 
corner of Bruce and Liberty Streets. Improvements being reviewed include, but are not limited 
to, widening sidewalks where possible to achieve ADA clearances, moving utility poles in 
sidewalks if possible, constructing new sidewalks with the decorative concrete design, adding 
pedestrian signals and crosswalks at the intersection of Liberty Street and Bruce Street. 

o UPDATE: This project is currently under design and review by the City and Mr. Kelly. 
Funding sources for this project has not yet been determined.  

 

 Cale Trail – Shared use path to connect Thomas Harrison Middle School and Westover Park 
through the former Cale property that was donated to the City by Dr. William Cale and Mrs. 
Susan Cale.  

o UPDATE: Parks & Recreation has continued clearing the corridor. We are not ready to 
promote the trail for public use. City staff, Subcommittee members, and Shenandoah 
Valley Bicycle Coalition volunteers have been meeting with Thomas Harrison Middle 
School staff and parents to determine alignment between former Cale property to the 
school entrances. 

 

 Carlton Street and Reservoir Street Roundabout – This project is being funded by a 
combination of VDOT Revenue Sharing Funds and local funds. A roundabout at this location will 
improve intersection safety for motorists and pedestrians.  

o UPDATE: This project is currently under design and is being coordinate with adjacent 
property owners. More information will be posted on the city website and A Notice of 
Willingness to Hold a Public Hearing will be posted in Summer 2013.  Construction is 
anticipated to begin in Summer 2014. 

 

 Downtown Streetscape Plan Update – Update of previous Downtown Streetscape Plan (2004) 
to provide a comprehensive downtown streetscape plan that will develop a vision for all streets 
in the study area to develop public and private expectation for project elements. Study areas 
include the Downtown Core, Downtown Transition Area, and Downtown Gateways. More 
information available at: http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/downtown-streetscape-plan 

o UPDATE: Staff presented draft plan to Council on March 26 and will go to public input 
meeting on June 6, 2013. Information forthcoming.   

 

 Downtown Streetscape Project Phase 2 – This project includes replacing sidewalk on the west 
side of Main Street between Bruce Street and South Court Square, replacing sidewalks on the 
east side of Main Street between Elizabeth Street and Wolfe Street installing decorative 
stamped crosswalks at intersections, replacing existing street lighting with decorative lights, 
replace and upgrade traffic signals, and install pedestrian signals. This project is anticipated to 
begin construction in Summer 2014.  

o UPDATE: This project is currently under design.  
 

 East Market Street Sidewalk Phase IV – Construct a 5-ft wide sidewalk with 2-ft grass strip on 
south side of East Market Street between Carlton Street and 400’ north of Hawkins Street. This 
project will also include pedestrian signals at the intersections of East Market Street with 

http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/downtown-streetscape-plan
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Carlton Street and Hawkins Street/Vine Street. Estimated cost:  greater than $ 400,000. Funded 
by VDOT Highway Safety Improvement Program. 

o UPDATE: The right-of-way phase for this project has begun and city staff will be meeting 
with 6 property owners who will be impacted by this project due to needed right of way, 
temporary construction easements, or impacts to existing signage which the city would 
relocate. This project is not anticipated to start construction until March 2014. 
 

 Mt. Clinton Pike/ Chicago Avenue/ Park Road Roundabout – Following the Chicago Avenue 
Corridor Study, completed in early 2013, the City initiated work on design of this roundabout to 
improve the intersections of Mt. Clinton Pike with Chicago Avenue and Park Road. This project is 
being funded by a combination of VDOT Revenue Sharing Funds and local funds. More 
information: http://www.chicagoavenue.org/.  

o UPDATE: Design is currently underway and project is being coordinated with Eastern 
Mennonite University and adjacent property owners. A public input meeting is 
anticipated for Summer 2013.  

 

 Northend Greenway – 2.5-mile Shared use path that will run between Park View area (near 
EMU/EMHS) that will mostly follow Blacks Run into downtown (near Washington St & N Main 
St), then travel via Federal Street alley to the Farmers Market. This project will be completed in 
multiple phases which have not been finalized yet. This is a public-private partnership between 
the City, and New Community Project and Northend Greenway volunteers. Estimated cost: 
Being developed.  

o UPDATE: Public Works, Parks & Recreation, McCormick Taylor and subconsultants, and 
Northend Greenway staff met on March 8 to share project status updates. Work is 
currently underway for the Northend Greenway conceptual phase. MT and 
subconsultants have been working on a draft NEG Design Principles document and will 
be sharing it in April with the NEG’s Landscape Advisory Committee and other 
stakeholders for feedback. Meetings with property owners to request letters of intent 
 for donating easements is anticipated to occur in April/ May. 

 

 Reservoir Street Project – Widen Reservoir Street to sections of 5-lane facility and 4-lane facility 
with median. Project will include sidewalks on both sides and bike lanes. 
http://www.reservoirstreet.org/  

o UPDATE: Engineering design and right-of-way negotiations with property owners is 
currently underway. Project anticipated to go to construction in 2014.  

 

 Thomas Harrison Middle School to Hillandale Park connectors – Construct a path from 
Wyndham Wood Drive to Thomas Harrison Middle School and West Market Street, and a path 
between Circle Drive to Hillandale Park. This project is in the planning phase and is not yet 
funded.  

o Oak Drive Paper Street – Construct a natural surface trail between Circle Drive and 
Rocktown Trails.  

 UPDATE: City staff and Subcommittee members have been in discussions with 
adjacent property owners regarding the use of the Oak Drive paper street 
(undeveloped) to be used as a trail connection. City surveyor has marked 
property boundaries and SVBC volunteers have flagged the proposed trail 
locations. Subcommittee members, SVBC volunteers, and city staff met with 

http://www.chicagoavenue.org/
http://www.reservoirstreet.org/
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property owners on 3/23 and came to agreement on new property boundaries. 
City staff to develop agreement letters, plats, and deeds for everyone’s review. 

o Thomas Harrison Middle to Wyndham Drive -No new activity. (See discussion of this 
item in the meeting summary.) 




